
 

St George is England's patron saint and he is remembered on 23 April 
each year, on the anniversary of his death. 

St George was born around the year 280 in what is now Turkey. He was a soldier 
and become a personal guard to the Emperor Diocletian. He was executed for being 
a Christian on April 23, 303, and is buried in the town of Lod in Israel. 

St George is most widely known for slaying a dragon. According to legend, the only 
well in the town of Silene was guarded by a dragon. In order to get water, the 
inhabitants of the town had to offer a human sacrifice every day to the dragon. The 
person to be sacrificed was chosen by lots. On the day that St George was visiting, a 
princess had been selected to be sacrificed. However, he killed the dragon, saved 
the princess and gave the people of Silene access to water. In gratitude, they 
converted to Christianity. It is thought that the dragon represents a certain type of 
pagan belief that included the sacrifice of human beings. 

St George's Day was once celebrated as widely as Christmas. But the celebrations 
lessened by the end of the 18th century after England had united with Scotland on 
May 1, 1707. In recent times, there has been a push, involving campaigns and 
petitions, to once again make the day a public holiday in England. 

St George's Day is no longer a national holiday in England. It is now an 
observance that is celebrated with parades, dancing and other activities. Flags with 
the image of St George's cross are flown on some buildings, especially pubs, and a 
few people wear a red rose on their lapel. Church services on the Sunday closest to 
April 23 often include the hymn 'Jerusalem', written by the poet William Blake. The 
words describe a supposed visit to Glastonbury, England, by Jesus Christ during his 
youth. 

 

St George is the patron saint of a number of other places, such as Bulgaria, Ethiopia, 
Georgia, Greece, Portugal and Russia.  

 

Most information taken from www.timeanddate.com 

 

At SHS, we have 80.50% of tenants that describe themselves as “White British” and 
26% describe their religion as “Christian”. We have a St George’s Day quiz taking 
place at Trickett House today at 3.30pm which is open to tenants from other 
schemes, should they wish to attend.  

http://www.timeanddate.com/

