
SHS has 6 tenants that identify themselves as “White Irish” and 26% of tenants that 
identify themselves as Christians. 
 
 

   St Patricks Day – 17 March 
 
Saint Patrick's Day, (also known as the Feast of Saint Patrick) is a cultural and 
religious celebration held on 17 March each year; the Irish have observed this day 
as a religious holiday for over 1,000 years. It celebrates the arrival of Christianity in 
Ireland and the heritage and culture of the Irish in general.  
 
St Patrick was born in Roman Britain; he was kidnapped and brought to Ireland as a 
slave at the age of 16. He later escaped, but returned to Ireland and was credited 
with bringing Christianity to its people. 
 

   In the centuries following Patrick’s death (believed to have been on 
March 17, 461), the mythology surrounding his life became ever more ingrained in 
the Irish culture. Perhaps the most well-known legend is that he explained the Holy 
Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) using the three leaves of a native Irish clover, 
the shamrock. 
 
On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls during the Christian season of Lent, Irish families 
would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the afternoon. 
Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and people would 
dance, drink and feast–on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage. 
Celebrations generally involve public parades and festivals, ceilidhs, and the wearing 
of green attire or shamrocks.  
 
The first parade held to honour St. Patrick’s Day took place in the United States. On 
March 17, 1762, Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched through New 
York City. Along with their music, the parade helped the soldiers reconnect with 
their Irish roots, as well as with fellow Irishmen serving in the English army. 
 
Up until the 1970s, Irish laws mandated that pubs be closed on March 17. 
Beginning in 1995, the Irish government began a national campaign to use interest 
in St. Patrick’s Day to drive tourism and showcase Ireland and Irish culture to the 
rest of the world.  
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Today, approximately 1 million people annually take part in Ireland‘s St. Patrick’s 
Festival in Dublin, a multi-day celebration featuring parades, concerts, outdoor 
theatre productions and fireworks shows. 
 
Saint Patrick's Day is a public holiday in the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, the 
Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador (for provincial government 
employees), and the British Overseas Territory of Montserrat. It is also widely 
celebrated by the Irish around the world, especially in the United 
Kingdom, Canada, United States, Brazil, Argentina, Australia, and New Zealand.  
Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated in more countries than any other national festival.  

 
 
 
(Information taken from Wikipedia & www.history.com). 
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